
Download Digital Books – At No Cost From Amazon 
 
 
If you don’t have Amazon’s digital reader (Kindle), you can still download all the great 
digital books that are available for free (or even purchase some of the other digital 
books – like text books or cookbooks, etc).  Amazon has created several free reading 
apps, and you do NOT need to have a Kindle in order to install and use them. 
 
If you don’t have an Amazon account yet, they are easy to 
create – at no charge. 
 
Once logged in to your Amazon account, go to any book 
description.  On the left-hand side under the picture for the 
book, you will see a boxed area.  At the bottom of that boxed 
area is a link to download a free “Kindle Reading App”.  Click 
the link and choose Windows PC or Mac, depending on 
which computer type you have.  (You can also check out the 
other reading apps if they apply to you.)  Click the Download Now button and follow the 
instructions. 
 
Once you have the application installed, go back to your Amazon account and go to 
your Account (upper right corner of the page).  Scroll down to Digital Content and click 
Manage Your Kindle.  Under “Your Computer and Other Mobile Device(s)”, you should 
see the app that you just set up.  You can re-name it here if needed.  And you can 
check other settings, including what device to download to by default. 
 
To get to all the great free digital downloads, click the Kindle Books link.  (For times that 
you are not already on a Kindle page, go to the Shop All Departments menu, slide down 
to Kindle, and choose Books.)  Scroll down a little until on the right-hand side you see 
the tabs for Top 100 Paid and Top 100 Free.  Scroll down to the bottom of that box and 
click the “See all Top 100” link.  The right-hand column contains the free digital books. 
 
Open each book you are interested in (I normally open each book into a separate 
window so that I still have the big list without having to navigate to it each and every 
time.)  You will find Classics (such as Gulliver’s Travels, The Iliad, and War and Peace), 
Romances (2 different publishers have just recently added their short romances for 
free), Sci-fi/Fantasy (including the 1st four books of Star Wars: Lost Tribe of the Sith), 
Mysteries, Thriller/Suspense (as I write this, I just downloaded a new one from J.A. 
Jance), and Non-fiction offerings (such as The Truth About Confident Presenting and 
The 1-2-3 Money Plan).  If you have previously downloaded the book, you will have a 
message at the top of the page letting you know when you downloaded it (as long as 
you are logged into your Amazon account). 
 
Any book that no longer has a copyright – such as the Classics – will always be free to 
download.  A few of the sci-fi and romances have been free since I received my Kindle 
over a year ago.  The others are free for only a limited time.  Publishers usually offer the 



first in a series or an early work by an author as a way to introduce you to other works 
that you will likely purchase.  I think it’s smart marketing, and I like it.  I have met a lot of 
new authors this way – and yes, many times purchase other books from them.  ~grin~ 
 
Tip - I usually try to check on either Tuesday or Wednesday of each week for new free 
downloads.  Some are available for only a week, some for only a few days, and some 
for longer than a week (but not forever).  So it’s a good idea to go ahead and download 
them when you see them free, even if you don’t plan to read them right away. 
 
A big Thank You to my son for helping me test this and verify that this wasn’t available 
in my Amazon account **just** because I have a Kindle.  ~grin~ 
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